Continuing education for nurses that incorporates genetics.
The discoveries of the Human Genome Project are bringing new knowledge of genetics to health and illness arenas. The nursing profession will need to incorporate these new advances into clinical practice, research, and education. A survey of 68 nursing specialty organizations was conducted to determine current and future offerings in genetics to members. Responses from 43 organizations' top administrators who are influential in decisions regarding continuing education offerings revealed that 30% were planning to offer content in genetics in future programming. In contrast, none of the respondents had plans to present consumer perspectives of genetic illnesses. The results of this survey alert leaders in continuing education to the urgent need for dissemination of genetic advances to inform nurses in basic and advanced roles in health care delivery.